Wisconsin Mathematics Education Foundation

Jane Howell Professional Development Grant
To truly engage students, we must reach out to them in ways that are culturally and
linguistically responsive and appropriate, and we must examine the cultural
assumptions and stereotypes we bring into the classroom that may hinder
interconnectedness. Culture in the Classroom, LearningforJustice.org
The purpose of the Jane Howell Professional Development Grant program is to better serve
Wisconsin math scholars1 of color by providing professional development opportunities for their
teachers. This grant was created in 2021 through a donation of the Jane Howell family. Jane was a
lifelong middle-school educator who valued professional development and diversity. Nationally,
20.7% of public-school teachers are teachers of color.2 Within Wisconsin, only 5.5% of teachers are
teachers of color; 59.3% of Wisconsin schools report having no teachers of color. 3 At the same time,
the student population continues to become more diverse with 30.9% of Wisconsin students
identifying as students of color.
Jane Howell Professional Development Grants are available to Wisconsin PK–16 educators who
work with scholars of color, and who support the learning of mathematics. We envision using this
generous gift from the Howell family to support grants up to $1000, but we are open to your creative
ideas. Applications are accepted and reviewed at any time throughout the year in the order in which
they are received. Applicants will receive notification of the acceptance or rejection of their proposal
within one month of the submission date. Submit the completed application and attachments to:
wmef@wismath.org
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Scholar is used rather than student because we want to highlight our students as intellectuals and active in their education.

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/still-mostly-white-and-female-new-federal-data-on-the-teaching-profession/2020/04
https://edtrust.org/educator-diversity/#WI

This grant is awarded for professional development activities that will advance the teaching and
learning of mathematics to math scholars of color in the State of Wisconsin. Educators who work with
scholars of color, are encouraged to apply for reimbursement of the cost of professional development
for an individual, group, or entire staff, such as:
• registration fee for a workshop or a conference
• a book study
• a guest speaker
• or other creative ideas which will advance the teaching and learning of mathematics for
scholars of color in the state of Wisconsin.
To complete the application process, please include the following with your submission:
1. A list of the resources needed for your project and the associated costs.
2. A description of your teaching context, including your student demographic data.
3. A short, one- or two-paragraph summary of the reason that you would like to take advantage of
the professional development opportunity.
4. A brief description of the impact you expect this project to have on your scholars of color.

Sharing Your Ideas and Reimbursement
After the event, conference, or book study, we would love to help share your ideas with other math
educators. This might include creating a video, short article, or presentation at the WMC Annual
Conference. It might even be two sentences that could be tweeted to math educators through WMC’s
Social Media Committee. We will work with you to create and share this message.
When your ideas are shared and images of receipts for approved items are sent to
finance@wismath.org, you will be reimbursed for your approved expense.

Regarding the awarding of grants, the decision of the Wisconsin Mathematics Education
Foundation Committee is final.
The Wisconsin Mathematics Education Foundation is a committee of the Wisconsin Mathematics
Council, Inc. For more information about our organizations, see the websites for WMEF and WMC.
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