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MacMillan McGraw-Hill Jane Brauer 
Grants and WMEF Provide Seven  
Teachers An Opportunity to Attend the 
WMC Annual Conference
Congratulations to seven teachers who were able to  
attend the 2017 Wisconsin Mathematics Council Annual 
Conference thanks to the generous funding resources 
provided by MacMillian/McGraw-Hill and the Wisconsin 
Mathematics Education Foundation (WMEF)!  All of the 
teachers were awarded funding through the Jane Brauer 
Conference Attendee Grant.  The teachers listed below 
represent the four different districts.

●  Five members of the Mathematics Leadership Team 
from Tess Corners Elementary School: Charlene Dupler, 
Dawn Gregor, Stacy Kosobucki, Deborah Zaeske, Joan 
Maus-Torpy

●  Lynsey Sue Esser, a middle school teacher from  
Oakfield, Wisconsin

●  He Yan Yi, a high school teacher from Washington High 
School, Milwaukee Public Schools. 

●  Alicia Jeanette Ruetz, a 4th grade teacher and Amy 
Zenthoefer, Middle School Math and Science teacher 
from St. Patrick’s School, Mauston, WI

The Jane Brauer Grant was funded by McGraw-Hill and 
developed in memory of Jane Brauer, one of their  
dedicated sales representatives, and established to 
support a team of four teachers.  With many additional 
requests for funding to attend the conference, WMEF has 
provided the additional funding needed to send all  
teachers who applied.   

This is the final year for the Jane Brauer Grant as  
McGraw-Hill will no longer be the sponsor.  WMEF is 
hoping to continue providing Annual Conference Attendee 
Grants in the future, but this will be difficult without a  
sponsor.  If you know of a business that would be  
interested in continuing this opportunity for teachers, 
please contact WMEF at wmefonline.org.

Upcoming WMEF Grant Opportunities! 
WMEF is in the process of developing four new grant  
opportunities. 

Hank Kepner Professional Development Grant - This 

grant was developed to provide financial assistance to 
teachers, grade level groups and school districts for long-
term professional development pertaining to mathematics 
education.  The maximum funding is up to $4000.

Julie Stafford Conference Attendee Grant - This grant 
was developed to provide financial assistance to teachers 
who would like to attend a mathematics conference.  The 
maximum funding is up to $1500.

Student Activities Grant -  This grant was developed to 
provide financial assistance to teachers for projects that 
encourage the involvement of students in mathematics 
activities beyond their regular classrooms. The maximum 
funding is up to $500.

Materials Grant - The purpose of this grant is to provide 
financial assistance to teachers, grade level groups and 
school districts for the purchase of classroom material to 
support in the development and implementation of  
innovative teaching strategies or projects in the field of 
mathematics.  Maximum funding is up to $1500. 

Grants will be posted on the WMEF website wmefonline.org.  
The WMEF board will be finalizing the grants during the 
June meeting.  Look for the grants to be posted in July.
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WMC knows that you do innovative activities 
in your classroom to promote the mathematical 
learning of all students. We would like to invite 
you to share these activities in our journal. 

If you are interested in writing for the Wisconsin  
Mathematics Teacher Journal, please let us know 
at wismath.org.

Write for the 
Wisconsin 

Mathematics 
Teacher  
Journal!
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Are you thinking about writing a grant to support the work your district is doing in mathematics? Consider us as a part-
ner in that effort! 

 We hope to see you at a WSMI Institute this summer! Each institute location will offer our two new Geometry  
modules; one for elementary and one for secondary teachers.  Visit wsmi.net/applications-and-registration for 
registration information.  Here are the dates and locations:

• Brown Deer | June 26-30

• Sheboygan |  July 10-14

• Middleton Cross Plains  | July 24-28

• Pewaukee | July 31 - August 4

 Did you know that we offer workshops for teachers and administrators during the school year? Check our website for 
information about upcoming workshops at wsmi.net or contact alyssa.holly@brookhillmath.org about options for 
customized PD for your district.

Updates from the Brookhill Institute of Mathematics 

MEET A BOARD MEMBER
Lori Williams | 2017 President-Elect

My name is Lori Williams and I 
am excited to represent WMC 
members as President-Elect and 
then President of the Wisconsin 
Mathematics Council.  

I have been married to Jim, a 
wonderful, supportive husband, 
for 34 years.  I enjoy walking, 
reading, and quilting.  Jim and I 
visit family and go four-wheeling in 

the Upper Peninsula each summer.  We have two grown 
children, Teri and Christopher.  Teri taught kindergarten 
and first grade in Monroe before moving back to 
Manitowoc to teach.  She recently married Scott Zipperer.  
They have two beautiful daughters, Natalie and Violet.  
We see them often.  Christopher is living in Chicago with 
his special friend Bethany and working at O’Hare Airport.  
It’s always fun to visit them as Chicago has so many 
things to see and do. 

I have been employed in the Manitowoc Public School 
District in a variety of roles over the course of my career.  
In 2011, the MPSD created the preK-12 Math Specialist 
position I have held for the last six years. I work to coach 
teachers, lead discussions, and provide professional  
development concerning the CCSS. Prior to this I was a 4th 

and 5th grade teacher, an instructional resource teacher/
coach, and a gifted & talented program coordinator.  

Throughout this 30-year career I have focused my own 
learning on effective mathematics instruction and equity of 
access for all students to all programming.  In the 1990’s I 
participated in the Wisconsin Academy Staff Development 
Initiative (WASDI) that worked to train teacher leaders in 
standards-based instruction.  Following that, I completed a 
Masters of Education – Professional Development through 
UW-EC and doctoral studies at UWM in Curriculum & 
Instruction.  I have tried to give back to the math education 
community by presenting at the WMC Annual Conference 
and MPES Conferences as well as NCTM regional and 
national conferences.  

I am a member of NCTM, NCSM (National Council of 
Supervisors of Mathematics), and CPAM (Council of 
Presidential Awardees of Mathematics) and regularly 
attend their conferences and events. I have been a 
member of the WMC since the mid-1990’s serving 
at different times on the professional development 
committee, the program committee for the annual 
conference, and on journal staff.  I am currently the 
newsletter editor.  I have been a member of the WMC 
Board of Directors for the last three years as the Statewide 
Representative and joined the Executive Committee of the 
Board last summer.  I am honored to continue on the board 
as President-Elect beginning in May.
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25 Year Award Recipients Honored 
Every year, WMC recognizes its members who have 
served as educators for 25 years or more with its 25 
Year Award. This year’s recipients were honored at the 
“Celebrate WMC” reception on May 5, 2016. 

Those achieving this milestone include: 

• Kathryn T. Ernie, UW-River Falls, River Falls 

• Bruce D. Rampanelli, Dodgeland High School, Juneau 

• Michael J. Ritger, Grafton High School, Grafton 

• Sherrie Serros, Mount Mary University, Milwaukee

Thank you for your years of dedicated service in 
mathematics education! 

2017 WMEF Scholarship Recipients
The Wisconsin Mathematics Education Foundation 
proudly presented the 2017 scholarship recipients their 
certificates and checks at the “Celebrate WMC” event held 
in conjunction with the 49th Annual Conference in Green 
Lake. The following excerpts are from the recipients’ 
applications and letters of recommendation.

Arne Engebretsen Memorial Scholarship 
Haley Toetz, Greendale High School, Greendale

This year’s Arne Engebretsen 
Memorial Scholarship recipient, Haley 
Toetz is completing her last year at 
Greendale High School in Greendale, 
with plans to attend Marquette 
University and major in Elementary 
Education and Mathematics.

Described by her teacher as, “...a 
mature individual with a cooperative 

spirit and a compassion for others,” Haley is currently a 
teacher’s aide in both a freshman/sophomore geometry and 
honors geometry class as well as a kindergarten class.  She 
also volunteers with small children at a local dance studio 
and has been a member of the Greendale Chapter of the 
National Honor Society during her junior and senior years.

She looks forward to elementary education and states, “With 
the right care and guidance, every child has the potential to 
do amazing things.”  Congratulations, Haley!

Sister Mary Petronia Van Straten Scholarship Recipient 
Rachel Lee, UW-River Falls, River Falls

An Elementary Education major 
with a minor in Math & Science, 
Rachel Lee is a student at UW-River 
Falls and is this year’s Sister Mary 
Petronia Van Straten Scholarship 
recipient.  

Professors describe Rachel as a 
serious student, with one instructor 
commenting that “Rachel’s work was 

consistently among the best in the class...” 

Rachel has participated in numerous activities and received 
honors demonstrating an interest in mathematics and 
education that include being a Camp Badger Counselor, 
tutoring at College Nannies and Tutors, and making 
the Dean’s List for Academic Distinction during seven 
semesters.  She credits a lesson by her third grade teacher 
as the spark that ignited her interest in teaching elementary 
or middle school math.  Congratulations, Rachel!

Ethel A. Niejahr Scholarship 
Josiah Owen, Marquette University, Milwaukee

Josiah Owen is a Secondary 
Education and Mathematics major 
completing his degree at Marquette 
University and recipient of the 2017 
Ethel A. Niejahr Scholarship.

Josiah’s credentials include: a senior 
mathematics assistant teacher 
internship, Association for Women 
in Mathematics student mentor, an 

Upward Bound Mathematics tutor, and many more.

Letters of recommendations from Josiah’s professors 
comment on his initiative and his passion for education, 
and when asked about his commitment to continuing 
professional development through the WMC and other 
similar organizations, Josiah states, “I am committed to 
growing with my students, as it is my biggest goal as a 
teacher to inspire lifelong learners who actively engage 
with their communities and the world around them.” 
Congratulations, Josiah!  
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WMC’s 2017 Distinguished Mathematics 
Educator Award Recipient 
Dave Ebert, Oregon High School, Oregon

The Wisconsin 
Mathematics Council’s 
Distinguished Mathematics 
Educator award was 
established in 1983 and 
is THE most prestigious 
award that the Council 
bestows. The award 
recognizes individuals 
for their outstanding 
contributions and 
exceptional leadership 
and service to the 
Wisconsin mathematics 

education community. Each year, the DME reviews the 
names and contributions of those who are influencing 
mathematics education in Wisconsin in order to select an 
awardee. It’s a huge challenge because of the incredible 
pool of dedicated mathematics educators who are active in 
mathematics throughout the state, as well as nationally and 
internationally. Many past DMEs continue to be active in 
WMC conferences and committees.

The 2017 WMC Distinguished Mathematics Educator 
should be well-known to every person who attends 
the WMC Annual Meeting. He has been the impetus 
for acquiring the most incredible lineup of national and 
internationally respected speakers - many of whom got their 
start in Wisconsin. 

Dave Ebert has been active in mathematics education and 
mathematics leadership for over two decades. At the district 
level, he’s been a mathematics teacher at Oregon High 
School since 1996 where he’s been a mathematics club 
advisor, department chair, student teacher supervisor, new 
staff mentor, and continues to be on the district leadership 
team. At the state level, he’s been not only active in WMC 
as a past president, chair and member of the program 
committee, member of the WMEF board of directors, 
and regular ‘super’ contributor to WMC Mathematics 
Teacher and presenter of countless sessions at the Annual 
Meeting, as well as the MPES Conferences. Dave has 
been a member of panels for the University of Wisconsin’s 
Mathematics Placement Test and the Smarter Balanced 

Achievement Level Setting. He’s also been a WASDI, 
WSMI, WI RTI Center and DPI presenter for many years. At 
the national level, he’s been a NAEP (National Assessment 
of Educational Progress) reviewer of grade 12 mathematics 
achievement level descriptors, been a reviewer for the 
NCTM Mathematics Teacher publication, member of the 
NCTM affiliate services committee, and was recently elected 
to the 2017-2020 NCTM Board of Directors. 

In addition to his district, state and national work, Dave 
has been honored with the 2013 Kohl Fellowship, the 2011 
Marquette University School of Education Young Alumnus 
of the Year, the 2008 Best Buy Teach Award, and the 
prestigious 2001 Oregon High School parade marshall, 
selected by OHS students.

While attending the NCTM Annual Meeting in San Antonio 
in April, Dave met with WMC President Jenn Kosiak and 
Conference Co-chair Maggie McHugh where he tried 
quizzing them about this year’s DME recipient. They 
managed to avoid the question and Dave confessed that 
the DME award is his favorite part of the Celebrate WMC 
event and admitted that he always gets a bit teary-eyed. In 
mid-April, Jenn and Maggie, made a surprise visit to Oregon 
High School’s annual talent show.  Thanks to behind the 
scenes planning by Jennie Ebert, OHS principal, Jim 
Pliner, and Jenn & Maggie, the award was announced just 
after Dave’s musical talent presentation. Dave was totally 
surprised and brought to tears when he received word 
that he would be receiving the award at the WMC Annual 
Conference. Congratulations to WMC’s 2017 Distinguished 
Mathematics Educator, Dave Ebert.

Dave Ebert poses with past Distinguished Mathematics Educa-
tor award recipients at the 2017 WMC Annual Conference’s 
‘Celebrate’ event on Thursday, May 4.
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Updates From the Annual WMC  
Board Meeting
The WMC Board of Directors held its 2017 Annual Board 
Meeting on May 4 at the WMC State Math Conference in 
Green Lake, WI. Meeting highlights included:

»  Reviewed WMC’s strategic plan for the 2017-2018 school 
year and beyond, focus on communication, specifically 
the member newsletter, Journal, and Twitter presence; 
professional development including MPES, CESA 8 
training, and the Annual conference; and advocacy and 
leadership, strong attendance by administrators across 
the state at WiMLC meetings and a special interest group 
for pre-service teachers was formed. 

»  Announced incoming Board members from the 
2017 election.

»  Provided updates on the 2017 MPES (Mathematics 
Proficiency for Every Student) conference. The themes 
will be Formative Practices and High Expectations for 
ALL Students. The conference will be at the Chula Vista 
Resort in the Wisconsin Dells on October 18 and 19, 
2017.

»  Announced WMEF Scholarship and thanked outgoing 
Board members - Doug Burge, John Korth, Amy Traynor, 
and Derek Pipkorn.

Twitter Update

The Wisconsin Mathematics Council’s Twitter world 
continues to grow.  Over the course of the annual 
conference, we increased our Twitter following by close 
to 25%.  On each day of the conference, we randomly 
selected three prize winners.  

Congratulations to our Twitter winners: Riley Stone, 
Danielle Palm, Angie Osheim, Arista 
Clary, Michelle Peplinski, Anthony Smith, 
Nicole Cooksey, Adrianne Burns, and 
Dawn Dibley. 

Continue to stay connected with us by 
following @wimathcouncil and tweeting 
to the hashtag #WISMATH. 

2017 - 2018 Election Results

President-Elect 
Lori Williams, Manitowoc Public School District,  
Manitowoc

Secretary 
Beth Schefelker, School District of South  
Milwaukee, South Milwaukee

Grades 6-8 Representative 
Maggie McHugh, La Crosse Design Institute,  
La Crosse

Statewide Representative 
Nate Rosin, Sun Prairie School District, Sun Prairie

Wisconsin Technical College Representative 
Brad Weiss, Mid-State Technical College,  
Wisconsin Rapids
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MPES Conference Preview
This fall, the Wisconsin Mathematics Council brings the 
Mathematical Proficiency for Every Student (MPES) 
Conference to the Wisconsin Dells. Visit wismath.org for 
more details.

»  When
October 18-19, 2017

»  Where
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells

»  Time
8:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.

»  Topics
Day 1: Formative Assessment 
Day 2: Access and Equity

»  Keynote Speakers

Cheryl Rose Tobey brings more than 
16 years of experience provfiding 
professional development to 
mathematics educators, primarily in 
the areas of diagnostic and formative 
assessment.  She is the coauthor 
of twelve published Corwin books, 
including Mathematics Formative 

Assessment: 75 Practical Strategies for Linking 
Assessment, Instruction, and Learning, and seven books 
in the Uncovering Student Thinking Series.

Lee V. Stiff is Professor of mathematics 
education at North Carolina State 
University and has taught mathematics in 
grades K-12.  He received the Blackmon 
Award for Excellence in Teaching while 
at the University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte, the Rankin Memorial 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics 

Education from the North Carolina Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics, and a Fulbright Scholar Award to the 
University of Ghana.  Following his tenure, on the NCTM 
Board of Directors, he served as President of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics from 2000 to 2002.  He 
is the co-founder and President of EDSTAR Analytics, a 
consulting firm providing schools with data-driven decision 
models for student success and teacher effectiveness. 

2017 WMC State Math Contests
The WMC State Math Contests were once again a great 
success. Congratulations to all of the schools and the top 
scoring individuals!

The top scoring high schools are as follows:

Class AA Team (Advisor)

  1st Place:  James Madison Memorial High School 
(Joe King)

 2nd Place: Homestead High School (Joe Ordinans)

Class A Team (Advisor)

 1st Place: Oregon High School (David Ebert)

  2nd Place:  Whitefish Bay High School 
(Donna Woodnorth and Dave Glenn)

Class B Team (Advisor)

 1st Place: Chilton High School (Alan Rudig)

 2nd Place (tie):  Sturgeon Bay High School (Cliff Wind)

 2nd Place (tie):  St. Mary Springs Academy High School 
(Juliet Erickson)

Class C Team (Advisor)

 1st Place:  Brookfield Academy 
(Jennifer Neuenschwander)

 2nd Place:  St. Lawrence Seminary High School 
(Jamie Stephanie)

The top scoring middle schools are as follows:

Class AA Team (Advisor)

 1st Place:  DeLong Middle School, Eau Claire 
(Karen Wajda and Michelle Johnson)

 2nd Place:  Parkview Middle School 
(Samantha Boushley)

Class A Team (Advisor)

 1st Place: Hamilton Middle School (Loi Nguyen)

 2nd Place: Shawano Middle School (Chad Collier)
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Class B Team (Advisor)

 1st Place: Whitewater Middle School (Joanne Kyle)

 2nd Place: Country Dale School, Franklin (Greg Jenks)

Class C Team (Advisor)

 1st Place: Trevor-Wilmot School (Tanna Towry)

 2nd Place: Kohler Middle School (Lacy Wiest)

DPI Update
Hello!  I am Melissa Hedges, the new math consultant 
at the Department of Public Instruction. Along with my 
colleague, Mary Mooney, I provide state leadership for 
the department’s priorities in standards, instruction, and 
assessment for student learning in mathematics. 

Throughout my 30-year career in public education I have 
served as the Mathematics Specialist for the Mequon-
Thiensville School District as well as a Mathematics 
Teaching Specialist, Mathematics Teacher-in-Residence, 
and Math Teacher Leader for the Milwaukee Public 
Schools. As an elementary classroom teacher, I taught 
in MPS for many years as a bilingual and language 
immersion teacher. Recently, I served as a lead writer for 
the Wisconsin State Mathematics Initiative (WSMI) K-2 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking (OA), K-2 Number and 
Operations in Base Ten (NBT) modules. I am passionate 

about helping teachers capitalize on their students’ 
mathematical thinking as they put the Wisconsin Standards 
for Mathematics into action on a daily basis. I am excited 
to learn more about our great state and all of the incredible 
teaching and learning we are all doing to make a difference 
in students’ lives.

Thank You for Joining Us!
Thank you to those who joined us at the 2017 WMC Annual 
Conference in Green Bay.  Photographer Paul Hedges  
captured some great photos at the Conference, and we 
invite you to take a look on our website wismath.org.  

Hope to see you next year!

Don’t let your WMC membership lapse... 
Renew your membership today!

You’re in Good Company . . .
WMC members include all levels of teachers from pre-kindergarten 
to university instructors, mathematics teacher leaders, administrators, 
and mathematics specialists.  Anyone whose goal is to improve math-
ematics education in his or her classroom, building, district, or state is 
welcome to join.   

WMC supports its members to improve their professional effectiveness 
and their mathematical skills through 

•	 Professional Development 
•	 Publications 
•	 Recognition 
•	 Student Activities 
•	 Networking 
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Jennifer Kosiak President
Professor of Mathematics 
UW-LA Crosse, La Crosse

Lori Williams President-Elect
Mathematics Specialist 
Manitowoc Public School District, Manitowoc

Beth Schefelker Secretary
K-6 Instructional Math Coach 
School District of South Milwaukee

Wendy Meyer Treasurer
Mathematics Teacher 
Edgerton High School, Edgerton

Alicia Korth PK-2 Representative
First Grade Teacher 
Lincoln Elementary School, New London

Michelle Butturini Grades 3-5 
Representative
Instructional Coach 
DeLong Middle School, Eau Claire

Maggie McHugh Grades 6-8 
Representative
Teacher/Advisor 
La Crosse Design Institute,  
La Crosse

Tammy Moynihan Grades 9-12 
Representative
Mathematics Department Chair 
Oconto Falls High School, Oconoto Falls

Adam Paape College/University 
Representative
Associate Professor of Education 
Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon

Brad Weiss Wisconsin Technical 
College Representative
Mathematics Instructor 
Mid-State Technical College, Wisconsin Rapids

Mark Schommer Statewide 
Representative
K-12 Mathematics Coordinator 
DC Everest School District, Weston

Nate Rosin Statewide 
Representative 
Instructional Coach 
Sun Prairie School District, Sun Prairie

Amy Vesperman Administrator/
Supervisor Representative
School Superintedent 
Albany School District, Albany

Kevin McLeod Ex Officio 
Mathematician
Mathematics Professor 
UW-Milwaukee, Milwaukee

Becky Walker Ex Officio WI 
Mathematics Leadership Council
School Improvement Services Director 
CESA 7, Green Bay

Jennifer Lawler Ex Officio WI 
Mathematics Leadership Council
Instructional Coach 
Kenosha Unified School District

Open Ex Officio DPI Representative
Department of Public Instruction, Madison

Open Ex Officio Brookhill Institute 
Representative
Brookhill Institute of Mathematics, 
Waukesha

Brenda Peterson Ex Officio
WMC Executive Services 
Wisconsin Mathematics Council, Inc., 
Germantown

2017-2018 Board of Directors


